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Connecting Town and Country



Connecting Town and Country

ÅInterface between the city and 
the countryside (peri-urban 
fringe) is under-going major 
changes as both natural/semi-
natural and farming landscapes 
are converted to built-up 
environment as part of the 
process of urban expansion 
(often very rapid, esp. in 
developing countries)



Connecting Town and Country

ÅDifferences in the availability of 
land for development and 
demand for land to 
accommodate housing, industry 
and service provision have 
contributed to great variability 
of experience in different 
countries worldwide. Also 
reflects different planning 
systems.



Connecting Town and Country

ÅIncreased movement of people 
into areas at the edge of cities in 
which they live closely juxtaposed 
to natural and semi-natural 
environments.
ÅResidents living in these locations, 

the peri-urban fringe, face 
particular challenges posed by the 
environment because they live in 
closer proximity to nature than 
other urban residents.
ÅThe physical environment can 

intrude more intimately.





Connecting Town and Country

HOW DO WE MANAGE 
THE PERI-URBAN FRINGE?

ÅHow can we resist demand for 
building new houses on greenfield 
sites? Green Belts & Wedges, 
farmland preservation areas, urban 
growth boundaries, densification
ÅWhat new relationships are 

developing between town and 
country in the peri-urban fringe?

Examples from UK, Australia and 
China



Green Belts

ÅGreen Belt= part of a land-use 
planning system that has sought to 
distinguish between definitive sets of 
ΨǳǊōŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǊǳǊŀƭΩ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǎ ΧΦ ǘƻ 
sharpen the interface between urban 
ŀƴŘ ǊǳǊŀƭ ΧΦ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
the peri-urban fringe

ÅMore than one-fifth of Greater 
London(22 per cent) classified as 
Green Belt (since 1950s)

Å14/33 London Boroughs have more 
Green Belt than residential land.

ÅSimilar policies in many countries 
ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘǎΧ belts, 
wedges, sectors, corridors



Green Belts

ÅhǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ άǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ-up 
ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊέ όShoard, 
2002, 137).



Green Belts

Å DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛǊŜōǊŜŀƪ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ  ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΧ 
but have protected agricultural land and areas of conservation value in several countries; and it has 
not been unchanging ςmore dynamic than is often appreciated.
Å 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǊǳǊŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ƭǳƴƎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Green Belts has neither created an entirely satisfactory edge to the city nor is it always correct to 
ƭŀōŜƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƎŜ ŀǎ ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ςmoves to relax planning controls.


